The Turkish woman traveler, Zeyneb Hanoum, sought a life different from the traditional Ottoman lifestyle she had grown to know. She wanted a life free from typical gender roles, stereotypical attitudes towards Turkish woman, and cultural freedom. Hanoum hoped to change her path in life by immersing herself in Western European culture, especially in Paris. She was an unusual sort of traveler in the 19 th century, as Reina Lewis notes in her introduction to, A Turkish Woman's European Impressions. "When this book was printed in 1913, the idea that a
Turkish woman-a woman that the Western reader would presume had been raised in a haremcould express herself at all would have been quite remarkable." Hanoum's spirit and soul could not be easily conquered and she would reach for what she thought she deserved-freedom.
Hanoum's desire for freedom and opportunity in France led her to overlook French stereotypes of Turkish women, but her hopes were disappointed when she discovered first-hand that France was more prejudiced against Turks and less liberating for women than she expected. 
